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Dear Ms Hunt 

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc 

The proposed Norwich to Tilbury Development Consent Order  

Applicant’s Deadline 6 submission 

 

Introduction  

This letter sets out the Applicant’s submissions into the examination at Deadline 6. 

The revised examination timetable contained in the ExA’s letter of 22 May 2026 [PD-022] 
requires the submission of the following from the applicant at this deadline: 

• Written post-hearing submissions and summaries of and responses to oral submissions 
made at hearings held during week commencing 22 June 2026. 

• The applicant’s updated documents and application guide. 

• Comments on any further information or submissions received by deadlines 5 and 5A. 

• Any further information requested under rule 17. 

A full list of all documents and a note on whether the document supersedes a previous version 
of the document is attached at Appendix 1. 

Written post-hearing submissions 

The Applicant is submitting the following post-hearing submissions at deadline 6 

• 8.5.10 Applicant's Written Summary of Oral Submissions and Response to Action Points for 
Compulsory Acquisition Hearing 3  

• 8.5.11 Applicant’s Written Summary of Oral Submissions and Response to Action Points for 
Issue Specific Hearing 3  
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• 8.5.12 Applicant's Written Summary of Oral Submissions and Response to Action Points for 
Issue Specific Hearing 4  

• 8.5.13 Applicant’s Response to the Oral Submissions Made at Open Floor Hearing 4 

The Applicant’s updated documents and application guide 

At this deadline we are supplying a number of updated documents. The table in Appendix 2 sets 
out the document to be updated and a brief explanation on why it is being updated at this 
deadline. All updated documents supersede the previous version. In order to limit the length of 
the table, track change versions of submitted documents are not listed. Where a document, for 
example 3.1 draft DCO, is supplied in an editable format, that is also not listed in the table.  

The Application is also submitting a number of new documents at this deadline. These are set 
out in the table at Appendix 3 and include some Section 127 applications.   

The Applicant has made a voluntary commitment to secure a 10% biodiversity net gain as part 
of the authorised development. As detailed in the Biodiversity Net Gain Report, the Applicant 
had originally intended to secure this voluntary commitment through a unilateral undertaking 
under section 106 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. However, following 
representations from the local planning authorities and the Examining Authority, together with 
further internal discussions, the Applicant is now considering the inclusion of a Requirement in 
the Development Consent Order as an alternative mechanism for securing this voluntary 
commitment. To assist the ExA in understanding the Applicant’s current position, a draft 
Requirement has been included in the draft Development Consent Order submitted at Deadline 
6. Discussions regarding the precise form of that Requirement remain ongoing and, as a result, 
the drafting may be refined at Deadline 7. However, the principle of the commitment is reflected 
in the Requirement included in the latest draft Development Consent Order. For the avoidance 
of doubt, this change relates solely to the mechanism by which the voluntary commitment is 
secured. The commitment itself remains unchanged and is as previously described in the 
Applicant’s submissions. 

The Applicant has also reached advanced negotiations on the terms of an agreement under 
Section 106 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (TCPA 1990) with Suffolk County 
Council through a series of drafts. The form of agreement that will secure a Furthering the 
Purposes Compensation Fund is now agreed subject to confirmation of one point in relation to 
the transfer of benefit clause. The Applicant expects the Agreement will be engrossed and 
signed by Deadline 7 and will update the ExA at Deadline 7. 

Comments on any further information or submissions received by deadlines 5 and 5A 

The Applicant responds to the further submissions received by Deadline 5 and 5A in the 
following documents:  

• 8.4.14 Applicant's Comments on any Further Information or Submissions Received by 
Deadline 5 

• 8.4.15 Applicant's Comments on Responses to ExQ2 
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Any further information requested under rule 17 

Since deadline 5 the ExA have issued 2 information requests under rule 17.  These were issued 
on 18 June 2026 [PD-028], and 30 June 2026 [PD-029].  

 

Rule 17 letter issued on 18 June 2026 

On 18 June 2026 a Rule 17 letter was issued [PD-028] which related to submissions from 
Category 1 and 2 Affected Persons made at Deadline 5a. The letter asked the Applicant to:  

1) Provide a response to the Category 1 and 2 Affected Persons objections in an editable excel 
file provided by the Planning Inspectorate case team on a line-by-line basis for each affected 
person focusing on land rights and noting that a response to concerns raised about the 
general merits or objections to the scheme on environmental or other matters does not need 
to be included, and 

2) Update document 8.14 Schedule of affected persons update to include a copy of the text of 
both the affected persons objections and the applicant’s response.  

In response to the ExA's Rule 17 letter dated 18 June 2026, the Applicant is preparing a direct 
response to each person’s objection, insofar as it relates to the land rights sought. The 
Applicant will also update 8.14 Schedule of Affected Persons Update [REP5-216] to include the 
objection and the Applicant's corresponding response. 

Due to the volume and complexity of this exercise across the extent of the project area and 
technical disciplines, and the need to ensure all responses are accurate, complete and quality 
assured, it has not been possible to finalise this work for Deadline 6 despite a large amount of 
progress having been made. The Applicant therefore commits to submit the responses and 
updated Schedule of Affected Persons by Deadline 7. Work continues to progress and a 
structured review and assurance process is in place to complete the submission by 21 July 
2026. 

 

Rule 17 Letter issued on 30 June 2026  

The Rule 17 letter issued on 30 June 2026 [PD-029] related to matters that were deferred from 
Issue Specific Hearing 3 (ISH3) and Issue Specific Hearing 4 (ISH4). This related to the 
following matters that were for the applicant to respond to: 

1) Agenda item 5.2 from ISH3 and questions about requirements contained within other DCOs, 
the Sea Link Outline CoCP 

2) Questions on community benefit funding following ISH4. 

Accordingly, the following document is submitted: 

• 8.30 Response to Rule 17 letter received 30 June 2026 

 

 











































 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
      
           

        

Appendix 3.  
New submissions by 
the Applicant at 
Deadline 6 
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